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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tlie fee set fortli in 37 CFR 
1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued 
examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's 
submission filed on 05/1 1/2009 has been entered. 

DETAILED ACTION 

2. Claims 1-25 are pending in this application. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 

the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ullman et al (US 
6,018,768). 

Regarding Claim 1 , Ullman discloses a set-top box (STB) with a television and an 
auxiliary display device, with a method of changing program channels comprising: (a) the STB 
(FIG.1, 12) transmitting current tuned channel information to the auxiliary display device (16; 
extracted URL information, tuned program related information such as time stamp etc); (b) the 
auxiliary display device determining a particular URL associated with the current tuned channel 
information utilizing the current tuned channel information provided by the STB (by receiving 
extracted URL related information from the URL decoder 12, local person computer 16 is able to 
recognize a URL and launch a website access based on the received program related information 
such as time stamp; thus reads on determining a particular URL associated with the current tuned 
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channel information utilizing the current tuned channel information provided by the STB); and (c) 
the auxiliary display device presenting the web content associated with the URL associated with 
the current tuned channel on the display of the auxiliary display device (Col 9 lines 4-20). 

Regarding Claim 2, Ullman further discloses the auxiliary display device presenting a 
hyperlink on the display, the hyperlink providing access to program channel data associated with 
a new tuned channel; and activating the hyperlink to change the current tuned channel to the new 
tuned channel (Col 9 lines 20-23). 

Regarding Claim 3, Ullman further discloses correlating the program channel data to a 
virtual channel map (VCM) stored in the STB (Col 3 lines 52-55; Col 6 lines 44-48). 

Regarding Claim 4, Ullman further discloses that a web browser residing in the auxiliary 
display device using the URL to access a web site, the web site providing the web content to be 
presented on the display of the auxiliary display device (Col 3 lines 32-38). 

Regarding Claim 5, Ullman further discloses step (a) is implemented in response to a 
user changing the current tuned channel (Col 5 lines 62-67; Col 6 lines 1-4). 

Regarding Claim 6, Ullman further discloses from Claimi that step (a) is implemented in 
response to a user playing back a previously recorded program viewed on the television, the 
recorded program including program channel data (Col 10 lines 45-48). 

Regarding Claim 7, Ullman discloses a STB in communication with a remote server, a 

television and an auxiliary display device, with a method of changing program channels 
comprising: (a) receiving, at the STB, a virtual channel map (VCM) (Link File) from the remote 
server, the VCM including URL information associated with at least one program channel (Col 3 
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lines 44-59); (b) the STB transmitting the VCIVI to the auxiliary display device (local URL decoder 
12 inherently sending Link File containing URL information to the person computer 16 for 
processing in order to access the corresponding website); (c) storing the VCM in the auxiliary 
display device (person computer 16 then stores Link File containing URL information for 
processing); (d) the STB transmitting current tuned channel information to the auxiliary display 
device (broadcast Link File); (e) the auxiliary display device correlating the current tuned channel 
information to a particular URL contained in the VCM utilizing the current tuned channel 
information provided by the STB (Col 6 lines 44-48; such as time of the program); and (f) The 
auxiliary display device presenting web content associated with the particular URL associated 
with the current tuned channel on the display of the auxiliary display (Col 3 lines 44-59; Col 6 
lines 44-48). 

Regarding Claim 8, Ullman further discloses (g) the auxiliary display device presenting a 

hyperlink on the display of the auxiliary display device, the hyperlink providing access to program 
channel data associated with a new tuned channel; and (h) activating the hyperlink to change the 
current tuned channel to the new tuned channel (Col 9 lines 20-23). 

Regarding Claim 9, Ullman further discloses the program channel data is correlated to a 
VCM stored in the STB, and the STB changes the current tuned channel to the new tuned 
channel (Col 3 lines 52-55). 

Regarding Claim 10, Ullman further discloses step (e) comprising a web browser residing 
in the auxiliary display device using the particular URL to access a web site, the web site 
providing the web content to be presented on the display of the auxiliary display device (Col 3 
lines 32-38). 



Application/Control Number: 10/075,888 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2426 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Ullman further discloses step (d) is implemented in response to a 
user changing the current tuned channel (Col 3 lines 44-55). 

Regarding Claim 12, Ullman further discloses step (d) is implemented in response to a 
user playing back a previously recorded program viewed on the television, the recorded program 
including program channel data (Col 10 lines 45-49). 

Regarding Claim 13, Ullman further discloses the STB transmits the current channel 
information to the auxiliary display device via the remote server (Col 4 lines 19-23). 

Regarding Claim 14, the system claim limitations has been discussed with regards to the 
method claims of Claim 1 . 

Regarding Claim 15, Ullman further discloses (c) a wireless communication bridge, 
wherein the STB transmits the current tuned channel information to the auxiliary display device 
via the wireless communication bridge (FIGs. 1 , 2 and 5). 

Regarding Claim 16, Ullman further discloses the auxiliary display device presents a 
hyperlink on the display of the auxiliary display device, the hyperlink providing access to program 
channel data associated with a new tuned channel when activated (Col 9 lines 20-23). 



Regarding Claim 17, Ullman further discloses the STB includes a virtual channel map 
(VCM), and the program channel data is correlated to the VCM (Col 3 lines 52-55; Col 6 lines 44- 
48). 
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Regarding Claim 18, Ullman further discloses the auxiliary display device further 
comprises a web browser used to access a web site based on the particular URL, the web site 
providing data to be presented on the display of the auxiliary display device (Col 3 lines 32-38). 

Regarding Claim 19, Ullman further discloses the STB transmits current tuned channel 
information to the auxiliary display device in response to a user changing the current tuned 
channel (Col 5 lines 62-67; Col 6 lines 1-4). 

Regarding Claim 20, Ullman further discloses the communications system is a cable 
television (CATV) system (FIG. 5; Col 4 lines 50-53). 

Regarding Claim 21, the system claim limitations has been discussed with regards to the 
method claims of Claim 7. 

Regarding Claim 22, Ullman further discloses (d) a cable modem in communication with 
the remote server; and (e) a wireless communication bridge, wherein the STB transmits the 
current tuned channel information to the auxiliary display device via the remote server, the cable 
modem and the wireless communication bridge (Col 9 lines 63-67; the digital cable box 140 can 
make a wireless connection with the display unit). 

Regarding Claim 23, Ullman further discloses the STB transmits current tuned channel 
information to the auxiliary display device in response to a user changing the current program 
channel (Col 3 lines 44-55). 

Regarding Claim 24, Ullman further discloses the remote server is a cable head-end 
operated by a multiple system cable operator (MSO), the cable head-end comprising: (i) reverse 
data channel (RDC) equipment; (ii) a network control system (NCS); and (ill) a cable modem 
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termination system (CMTS) (FIG. 5 is a diagram of another preferred embodiment including a 
digital cable box. FIG. 5 shows a digital back channel connecting from the digital cable box to 
content creation 4 which inherently is the cable head-end operated by a multiple system cable 
operator (MSO). The ordinary person in the art knows the digital cable head-end inherently 
includes (i) reverse data channel (RDC) equipment; (ii) a network control system (NCS); and (ill) 
a cable modem termination system (CMTS)). 



Regarding Claim 25, Ullman further discloses the communications system is a cable 
television (CATV) system (FIG. 5 is a diagram of another preferred embodiment including a digital 
cable box). 



Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 05/1 1/2009 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

In reference to Applicant's arguments 

(a) Further, in the Advisory Action dated January 28, 2009 it is asserted that Ullman 
inherently "includes channel information associated with a given program in order to correlate the 
URL to a specific program". This conclusion is wholly in error, as there is simply no basis to 
support this conclusion. As Ullman makes clear, the URL it provides to the auxiliary device are 
associated with the time of broadcast for a particular program. Thus, channel information is not 
necessarily "inherently" provided. It is clear that the time and name of the program would be 
sufficient, and therefore channel information need not be provided. 

Examiner's response 

(a) The Examiner respectfully disagrees with Applicant's arguments. As the definition for 
channel information is so broad that the received URL information or the time and name of the 

program can be qualifies as channel information. 
In reference to Applicant's arguments 
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(b) In addition, as described further below, in each of the embodiments of Ullman, the 
URL to be displayed is provided to the auxiliary device. Thus, Ullman does not disclose or 
suggest any auxiliary device that determines a URL, much less one that determines a URL based 
on current tuned channel information as recited by the pending claims. 

Examiner's response 

(b) The Examiner also disagrees. The local person computer 16, the auxiliary device, is 
able to recognize a URL and launch a website access based on the received program related 
information such as time stamp from the URL decoder 12 suggests a process of determining a 
particular URL associated with the current tuned channel information is made. 

In reference to Applicant's arguments 

(c) As noted by Ullman, a Link file is provided to the user via the Internet and the file 
contains the time codes, URL addresses and titles of the various programs for each Webpage the 
broadcaster wishes to associate with a given program. So once again, the auxiliary device 
receives the URL directly from a source and does not disclose determining anything based on the 
received current tuned channel information. 

Examiner's response 

(c) The Examiner already addressed similar arguments as in section (b). 
In reference to Applicant's arguments 

(d) Applicant requests that any future rejections clearly articulate how the Examiner has 
applied the reference to each claim feature by referring specifically to those portions of the cited 
references thought to read on the claims. 

Examiner's response 

(d) The Examiner will address these concerns. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
- Maries, US 6,862,611 
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- Fang, US 6,816,201 

- Enomoto, US 6,367,080 

- Lortz, US 6,349,410 

- Wu, US 6,326,982 



7. Claims 1-25 are rejected. 
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